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FAMILY HAPPENINGS
    KEEPING in touch

Annual Picnic 2003

F

amily day 2003 was attended by a select group that beat the weather and mosquitoes at the old picnic ground at the Georges River Recreation Area. The day was better attended than the previous year, however, we all know that we can find the family spirit to make future picnics roaring successes.             
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We have held the picnic at Cattle Duffer's Flat, Picnic Point since the inaugural picnic in 1980. Family members no longer find the site suitable for a number of reasons including the general condition of the park, toilet facilities, mosquitos and entry fees. The Picnic Point site no longer represents the closest venue for many of our group. As such, this year we have moved the picnic to Bicentennial Park, Homebush. The park has covered seating areas, shade trees, free electric Bar-B-Q facilities, walks, mangrove walk, bike riding, duck ponds, tourist train rides for the children and play equipment. The down side is that there are no swimming facilities. At the picnic we will ask your ideas with regard to holding all future picnics at Bicentennial Park.


DG  
Picnic 2005  !       

SUNDAY 6th MARCH, 2004 

K

[image: image4.wmf]eep this special day in mind! Picnic 2005 is the 25th Annual Macinante Picnic in 2005. This is a real milestone. Note it in your diary, highlight it on your fridge door, punch it into your personal organiser or, graffiti on the back of the “dunny door”. A Milestone!                 DG  

The Star Princess

Mollie, Tom and Joan Thorp (of Tweed Heads and family of Tory Macinante, Wollongong) enjoyed a Christmas and new Years cruise on the Star Princess. They left Sydney on the 20th December 2003 for an extended session of real pampering. Every now an then one just has to “get off the merry-go-round”. The trip proved so successful that they are saving up for a 2004 cruise.
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Highlights In This Issue
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Annual Picnic 2003 and 2005, Mid Year Event. 
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3
Food Craft and Family Success Stories

4
Poesie Siciliano – Special Feature

Last Of An Era   

T

ory Macinante 

10th April 1915 - 28th September 2003 

We were saddened to be informed of the passing of Tory Macinante of 5 Greenacre Road, Wollongong on the 28th September 2003 at Gertrude Abbott Nursing Home. Unfortunately, Tory had suffered from a long degenerative condition in his latter years, which had greatly reduced his quality of life. Tory as he was affectionately known was a man of little height but with a very big heart. He was a high school teacher where many of the students were taller then he was, but he commanded a great deal of respect. He was a keen photographer and developer. Tory recorded a lot of the family history in his many photographs and short films. Another great man now lost for all time.                GB
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H

enry Rowe Cuddy 

16th March 1917 - 2nd November 2004
Henry Rowe Cuddy passed away at St George Hospital due to breathing and other complications on the 2nd November 2003. Rowe as he was affectionately known, was a dedicated family man and never missed the family picnic. He appeared to know everyone and had a keen interest in the Macinante family of whom he married into with his bride Ann Macinante. Nothing was ever too much trouble for Rowe. He was always available when one of the family needed him. He will be surely missed by all those who knew him.
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t 76 Nicola (Norm) is still going strong. Most Saturday mornings you will find him at the Sydney Fruit Markets selling produce at his mate Peter’s stall. The market culture imbedded its mark in Norm’s blood many years ago and has become a ritual for him. He just cannot resist the challenge. The early start, the claim to the best parking spot (because he is in the know) and the camaraderie, blends with the fertile aromas and the clamorous cacophony of the bargain hunters to provide Norm with a rich and rewarding day.

Norm takes great delight in striking a bargain with the ever present press for bartering that has been a way of life for the fruit growers since the early days when the markets were in the heart of Sydney. 
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Food Craft 

M

ARIA’S PEAS & PASTA

Ingredients 

1 kg
Peas – fresh or frozen

800gms
Peeled tomatoes

1
Medium onion - diced

3
Rashers of bacon - chopped

1 pkt
Shell pasta or macaroni

1 hand
Fresh parsley – chopped

2 tblsp
Olive oil

Salt and Pepper

Method

Heat the oil in a large saucepan.

Add the onion and cook until clear.

Add the bacon and sauté for 1 to 2 minutes.

Add the peeled tomatoes, parsley.

Add salt and pepper to taste, then cook for around 

5 minutes.

Add the peas and cook until the peas are cooked. 

You may need to add a little water if the mixture thickens too much.

Cook the pasta “just right”, then drain.

Add the past to the pea sauce and serve.        Enjoy! 

Heritage:

 Maria Banks (nee Macinante) daughter of Nestina.
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R

ebecca Lewis 

Rebecca graduated with a distinction form the University of Western Sydney in Fine Arts and is doing her honors degree this year. Rebecca is the daughter of Elizabeth and Ed Lewis of Blaxland in the Blue Mountains and a keen Irish Dancer. In 2003 Rebecca traveled extensively throughout NSW with her sister Jessica, as members of an Irish Dancing Troop. Congratulations Rebecca!!                    
GB   
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Naomi graduated on 19th December 2003 from Wollongong University completing her bachelor of "Information and Communication Technology" with honors. 


Congratulations Naomi!                    
GB   
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Poesie (Siciliano)
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LA VITA

Caminu ‘nta na strata,

vidu na granny vitrina,

mi fermu,

guardo,

tutta dda spuziozioni.

Pensu.

Riflettu.

Suspiru.

E poi, caminu,

tutu è passatu,

è la vita.

From a collection of poems, “La calata di lu Suli” by Ignazio Santagati (Melbourne)
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M

ark  Gentle 

Mark opened his first SUBWAY franchise in the Forest Food Court of Hurstville Westfield Shopping Town on the Sunday 21st December, 2003. Prior to this, in October 2003, he spent two “solid” weeks at Subway Head Office in Brisbane attending the rigorous franchisee training course. Mark attained a 100% pass mark in the final exam. The opening of the store was delayed for a myriad of reasons. However, with “green” staff and managers, and his first bite at retail, the opening on the Sunday before Christmas 2003 went ahead with a bang. 

A well earned success.



Best Wishes an Good Luck !

DG
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I

f you are looking for a holiday on the Gold Coast there is no better value for money than The Beatson's two-bedroom unit on the beach at Tugun. $220.00 per week plus cleaning $49.50 or $280.00 school holidays. Unfortunately Christmas school holidays are booked out. Contact the Gold Coast Agent, Andrew Reynolds on (07) 5534 1888.                    GB

http://macinante.com                                            
M

ick Macinante’s  tremendous effort into organising the Macinante Family Website has paid off. What a wealth of information!                                             DG
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ANNUAL PICNIC ARRANGEMENTS 

Graham Beetson - Director

Ph Hm: 9520 6042    Mob: 0418 650 334

Email: completesafeserv@bigpond.com

NEWS LETTER ITEMS & FAMILY RECIPIES

Derek Gentle –  Editor & Publisher

Ph Hm: 02 9525 9881   Mob: 0422 230 488

Email: gentled@acay.com.au
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Joan Gentle


Beauty Therapist & Nail Artist





9a Bunarba Road, Gymea, NSW    2227


Ph: 9525 9881  Mob: 0411 046 238


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:gentled@optusnet.com.au" ��gentled@optusnet.com.au�























 Macinante News   07-03-04          1
Page 3

[image: image14.wmf]_1075868065

_1076056650

